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HIV-Positive People are Demanding Right to Dignity

On the 24 May 2006, the Cambodian Alliance for Combating HIV/AIDS (CACHA) conducted press
conference under topic “HIV-Positive People are Demanding Rights to Dignity” to draw the attention to the
HIV/AIDS epidemic in Cambodia. The alliance
also demand from government, non-government
and industry bodies, and the United Nations
General Assembly Special Session on HIV/AIDS
(UNGASS), a stronger response to combating
HIV/AIDS in Cambodia and worldwide. Positive
people need greater accountability and more
effective approaches to meet the basic needs of
people living with HIV/AIDS such as access to
affordable drugs, employment opportunities,
education, livelihood, healthcare, non-
discrimination, women’s rights and right to
housing.

Press Conference is delegated by Excellency Ho Naun, Member of the
Permanent Committee of the National Assembly, Chairperson of Commission
on Public Health, Social Work Labor and Women Affairs

This press conference had about 150 participants from different media (TV, Radio and International /local
newspapers), People Living with HIV/AIDS Networks, Local/International NGOs, parliamentarian, District
Governors, and Cambodian Alliance for Combating HIV/AIDS members.

People living with HIV/AIDS Raised Their Concerns

People living with HIV/AIDS are treated with
contempt and alienated by society, family,
~=employers and health professionals. They
appealed to government, donors, NGOs, the
private sector and the general public to adopt
policies and  practices that  eliminate
discrimination and improve their situation. In
addition, aid resource, due to lack of
commitment and faulty policies, programs and
implementation mechanisms, does not filter
down to people living with HIV/AIDS.
Moreover, it is not enough to provide programs,
training and drugs if positive people do not have
jobs, food and shelter. What people living with
HIV/AIDS want is comprehensive response to
their situation.

HIV-Positive People singing a song related to their concerns



HIV-positive people raised their concerns and called for actions.

People living with HIV/AIDS lack access to affordable quality drugs. Antiretroviral treatment (ART), the
primary hope for positive people whose condition has advanced to aids, is provided primarily to select people
in urban areas, without any time commitment, or assistance for food and other basic needs.

Messages

The alliance also demanded PLHA’S right to dignity, elimination of discrimination/stigmatisation; rights of the
poor countries to produce medicine; and transfer of technology and material to poor countries. On 24 May
2006, seven HIV-positive speakers addressed their issues and concerns around their health, livelihood,
education, women’s rights, discrimination/stigmatisation and aid. They shared their stories about dismissal
from garment factories, their treatment as “monkeys” in drug trials, eviction from their homes by their
families, denial of access to ARVs and healthcare, and alienation and separation from their children.

Media Coverage

This press conference was covered by six TV
Channels, ten radio stations (FM/AM), and 25
International and local newspapers. Additionally,
people living with HIV/AIDS were interviewed by
different media. (See Annex)

The alliance also producedl5-minute TV spot in
order to bring HIV-positive concern to UNGASS
Review and High Level Meeting will be held from 31
May to 02 June 2006.

HIV-positive woman talked to reporter
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Annex
May 25, 2006 media report on the press conference
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